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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF WORLD LANGUAGES, LITERATURES & CULTURES 

 
GERMAN 4320: Topics in German Cinema—Spies and the Cold War  

Fall Semester 2019 
 

General Information: 
 
Instructor: Dr. Carol Anne Costabile-Heming 
Email:   carolanne.costabile-heming@unt.edu 
Main office: (940) 565-2404 
Office hours: TR 9:30-10:30; T 3:30-4:30; or by appointment (LANG 401-K) 
 
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIAL: All required readings will be made available in advance on Canvas. 
Selected readings will also be placed on RESERVE in Willis Library.  
 
All films shown/discussed in class are available for viewing in the Language Resource Center (LANG 
105). Some films are also available via the UNT Chilton Media Library and/or online streaming services 
(YouTube, Amazon Prime, Hulu). Several films also are available via the streaming service Kanopy. 
UNT has purchased these films for your use. You can access these films easily on campus. If you are off 
campus, you will need to log in to use the online resources: https://libproxy.library.unt.edu/login. The 
location/availability of films is noted on the course outline. 
 
ADDITIONAL ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 
 
http://www.filmportal.de/ 
http://defa-stiftung.de/defa-stiftung-home 
http://www.kino.de/ 
http://www.bpb.de/geschichte/deutsche-geschichte/stasi/ 
 
Materials on 1-day Reserve in Willis Library: 
 
David Childs and Richard Popplewell, The Stasi: the East German Intelligence and Security Service, 
DD287.4 .C45 1996  
Mike Dennis, The Stasi Myth and Reality, DD287.4 .D46 2003  
John O. Koehler, Stasi: the untold story of the East German secret police, HV8210.5.A2 K64 1999 
Andreas Kötzing, Bilder der Allmacht: die Staatssicherheit in Film und Fernsehen, PN1993.5.G33 B55 
2018 
 
Materials available in Willis Library electronically 
 
Jens Gieseke, History of the Stasi: East Germany’s Secret Police, 1945-1990. 
Valentina Glajar, Alison Lewis, and Corina Petrescu, eds. Cold War Spy Stories from Eastern Europe. 
 
COURSE PREREQUISITE: The prerequisite for this course is the successful completion of 3 hours of 
advanced German or German 2050 or the equivalent and permission from the Department  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES: This course explores surveillance and spies as integral to the 
Cold War. The course looks at the portrayal of spies, secret agents, and double agents in feature films and 
television programming from the 1950s to today. We will compare how the East and West viewed each 
other, and how film was a major propaganda tool in the Cold War used to define the “ENEMY”. Students 

https://libproxy.library.unt.edu/login
http://www.filmportal.de/
http://defa-stiftung.de/defa-stiftung-home
http://www.kino.de/
http://www.bpb.de/geschichte/deutsche-geschichte/stasi/
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will gain familiarity with propaganda used by both East and West Germany, the United States, Great 
Britain, and the Soviet Union, as well as knowledge about the East German film industry, the role of the 
state in the arts, censorship, and methods for studying film. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADE ASSESSMENT 
 
1. Class Participation (20%): Students are expected to participate actively in class discussions and to 
view the films, prepare the readings, and written assignments prior to each class. Class participation, 
effort, attentiveness, preparation, responsibility, and, in general, active and constructive involvement in all 
aspects of the course will be graded by the instructor. Please refrain from the following: late arrival, early 
departure, cell phone/laptop usage unrelated to class work. Students are responsible for all material 
covered in class. When you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to obtain the day’s assignment (by 
consulting the syllabus, a classmate, Canvas, and/or the instructor). 
 
Attendance:  regular attendance is expected. You are allowed a maximum of one (1) unexcused absence 
(= one week of class) without penalty. Your overall grade will be lowered by 2% with each absence in 
excess of the one permitted absence. Information on excused absences is detailed in the UNT Policy 
Manual (See Student Attendance and Authorized Absences: https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039). If you 
miss homework, quizzes, or exams because of an excused absence, you may make up the work according 
to a schedule agreed to by you and the professor. If your absence is not excused, you will receive a grade 
of zero (0) for any homework assignment due that day and/or for any quiz/exam given that day. 
 
2. Homework and Worksheets (15%): Homework will take the form of written and audio-visual 
assignments. It is expected that students view each film prior to class and complete all assigned readings 
and written assignments. The reading assignments are designed to stimulate class discussions. You are 
responsible for preparing the readings thoroughly, which may involve learning new vocabulary and 
specialized expressions. In addition, worksheets will be assigned for each film. Worksheets will be 
distributed in class. Any materials distributed in class will also be posted to Canvas. Written assignments 
will be due at the beginning of class on the assigned due day, and should be placed on the desk at the 
front of the room prior to the start of class. No late work will be accepted except in the case of an excused 
absence. 
 
3. Quizzes (10%): Quizzes will be administered weekly about the assigned readings and films. It is 
imperative that students view films prior to coming to class. 
 
4. Writing Assignments (15%): Students will complete 3 short writing assignments in order to 
demonstrate acquisition of vocabulary and an understanding of film terminology.  
 
5. Group Presentation (10%): Students (in groups of 4) will produce an oral presentation (20-30 
minutes) that relates to the weekly topic. The presentations can focus on specific aspects of the film (use 
of lighting, use of music, a specific scene sequence, an actor, the director, etc.) as well as relating the 
films to specific historical events, comparing to literary texts, and presenting historical/cultural contexts. 
Groups must submit their presentations one week in advance (by noon) to the instructor for review and 
comment. Groups will be expected to consult secondary literature in German and English in the 
preparation of the presentation. 
 
6. Research Paper (15%): Students will write a 5-page paper in German on a topic of their choice 
related to the course topic. Students will be required to work through several stages of the paper: 
abstract/proposal, annotated list of secondary literature, preliminary draft, and final copy. The paper 
should attempt to offer an original contribution to the understanding of the ways that East and West 
portrayed each other as enemy, and how the genre of the spy film contributed to these portraits.  

https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039
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Paper Development Stages (Deadlines noted below) 
 

• Paper Abstract/Proposal (2%). Students should write a 250-word proposal in German that 
describes the film and topic they wish to write about. Students should be careful to choose a topic 
that is narrow and can be discussed thoroughly in 5 pages. Due: September 24. 
 

• Annotated Bibliography (2%). At mid-semester, students will submit an annotated bibliography 
offering full bibliographical information and summary/description of contents of at least two (2) 
articles, books, or book chapters directly relevant to the project defined in the proposal. Due: 
October 22. 
 

• Draft (4%). At week 13, students will submit a draft of the paper. The instructor will return the 
drafts with comments and suggestions for revisions. Due: November 19. 
 

• Final Draft (7%). The final version of the paper should include the full text of the paper, 
including a list of all works cited (NOT an annotated bibliography), and all relevant endnotes. 
Students should attempt to address all comments and suggestions from the rough draft. Due: 
December 10. 
 

 
7. Final Group Project (15%): Students, in groups of 3-5, will recreate a -3minute scene from one of the 
film/television programs that we viewed this semester. Groups will need to organize themselves by 
November 5. Groups must inform the instructor of the film and scene selection by November 26. The 
final projects will be shown to the class during the scheduled final exam period on December 10.  
 
GRADE DISTRIBUTION: 
 
A = 100 – 90%   D = 69.9 – 60% 
B = 89.9 – 80%   F = 59.9 – 0% 
C = 79.9 – 70% 
 
General course and university guidelines: 
 
Canvas: All course assignments and materials will be posted on the course Canvas site – if you are 
unable to attend a particular class, it is your responsibility to go to Canvas to get that day’s assignment.  
 
Course communication: The instructor will communicate with students through Canvas Announcements 
and through e-mail. All e-mail will be sent to students’ UNT e-mail accounts. It is the students’ 
responsibility to check UNT e-mail regularly or have UNT e-mail forwarded to another account. In 
addition, the instructor will only respond to student e-mail sent from official UNT accounts. 
 
Cell phones and laptops: The instructor utilizes the use of technology and media in the learning process. 
Cell phones, iPads, tablets, and laptops may be used to access online resources during instruction. 
Texting, game playing, Facebook are not permitted. If it is determined that cell phones and laptops are 
being used for anything other than educational purposes, the student will receive a grade of 0 for that 
day’s class participation grade.  
 
Academic integrity: All work submitted in your name must be your own work. Submitting someone 
else’s work is plagiarism. Cheating and plagiarism are serious matters. The usual penalties for these 
offenses include failure for the assignment, failure in the course, and a written report to the Dean of 



4 
 

Students. Please see the Student Academic Integrity in the UNT Policy Manual: 
https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003 
 
Religious holidays: In accordance with Section 51.911 of the Texas Education Code, UNT will allow a 
student who is absent from class for observance of a religious holy day to take an examination or 
complete an assignment scheduled for that day within a reasonable time. Students are required to notify 
instructors in advance (as early in the semester as possible). Details about student absences due to a 
religious holy day are outlined in the UNT Policy Manual (See Student Attendance and Authorized 
Absences: https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039).  
 
Disability accommodation: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation 
for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the 
Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will 
provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private 
discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any 
time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the 
semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in 
each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during 
faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss 
such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional 
information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website at disability.unt.edu. You may also contact 
ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323. 
 
Emergency Notification & Procedures:  UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify 
students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and 
health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university 
closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials. 
 
Acceptable student behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a 
class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any 
instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 
classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the 
student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct 
apply to all instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, 
field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct.  
 
Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault: UNT is committed to providing an environment free of 
all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating 
violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of 
aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and 
harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support 
you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing 
accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more.  
  
UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support 
survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0.  
 
The UNT Survivor Advocates can be reached by emailing SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or calling 940-
565-2648. The UNT Survivor Advocates connect students who have been impacted by violence to 
resources (counseling, health, safety, academics, legal, etc.), and act as their advocate. They can assist a 

https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003
https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0
mailto:SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu
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student by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting 
professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change (if needed), 
and connecting students to the many other resources that are available, both on and off campus. They are 
here to help! For more information see https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sexual-misconduct/reporting-
sexual-misconduct 
 
STUDENT PERCEPTIONS OF TEACHING: The Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) is a requirement 
for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the 
semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught. I am very interested in the 
feedback I receive from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SPOT to 
be an important part of your participation in this class. 
 
Important Dates and Deadlines: Students should familiarize themselves with the Registrar’s office 
dates and deadlines by visiting this website: https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-registration-guide 
 
For more information about the German program at UNT, please click on the following link: 
http://worldlanguages.unt.edu/undergraduate-programs/german 
 
  

https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sexual-misconduct/reporting-sexual-misconduct
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sexual-misconduct/reporting-sexual-misconduct
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-registration-guide
http://worldlanguages.unt.edu/undergraduate-programs/german
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Course Outline 
 

Film Availability: MOL=Media online resources (via Willis Library); LRC=Language Resource Center 
(LANG 105); CML=Chilton Media Library (Chilton Hall) 

 
Changes to this outline will be communicated in class and via Canvas 

 
Datum Filmtitel Termine 

27. August Einführung  
3. September For eyes only (MOL, LRC) 

https://unt.kanopy.com/node/116613 
 

10. September The Spy Who Came in From the Cold (LRC, CML)  
17. September Torn Curtain (LRC, CML)  
24. September Chiffriert an Chef [Coded Message for the Boss] 

(MOL, LRC) 
https://unt.kanopy.com/node/117154 

Research Paper: Abstract 
Presentation: Group 1 

1. Oktober Das unsichtbare Visier (LRC, YouTube) Presentation: Group 2 
8. Oktober Der Verdacht [The Suspicion] (LRC) Presentation: Group 3 
15. Oktober Kein Unterricht—Zeit um an die Bibliographie zu 

arbeiten. 
 

Nachholstunde: Gastvortrag im 
November 

22. Oktober Die Verfehlung [The Mistake] (MOL, LRC) 
https://unt.kanopy.com/node/116705 

Presentation: Group 4 
Research Paper: Annotated 
Bibliography 

29. Oktober Das Leben der anderen [The Lives of Others (LRC, 
CML) 

 

5. November Barbara (MOL, LRC) 
https://unt.kanopy.com/node/113756  

Presentation: Group 5 
Final Project: Group members 

12. November Bridge of Spies (LRC, CML)  
19. November Deutschland 83 (LRC, YouTube [purchase]) Presentation: Group 6 

Research Paper: First Draft 
26. November Deutschland 86 (LRC, Amazon Prime [Sundance]) Presentation: Group 7  

Final Project: Film/Szene 
3. Dezember Zusammenfassung 

Gruppenprojekte 
Fete 

10. Dezember 
um 17 Uhr 

Abschluss—Gruppenprojekte ansehen  Final Paper 
 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funt.kanopy.com%2Fnode%2F116613&data=02%7C01%7CCarolanne.Costabile-heming%40unt.edu%7Cbf331013f5b74089df9808d6e90e9156%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C636952646111881395&sdata=6XDMeaCHDv7ytOEgX9LIDmHUlZrJ5QQYUT85b3RmSf4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funt.kanopy.com%2Fnode%2F117154&data=02%7C01%7CCarolanne.Costabile-heming%40unt.edu%7Cbf331013f5b74089df9808d6e90e9156%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C636952646111881395&sdata=LxgpiM3AbsCOKx3%2FFnWndmgLxOS9aaiGhDZyi%2F0VUFE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funt.kanopy.com%2Fnode%2F116705&data=02%7C01%7CCarolanne.Costabile-heming%40unt.edu%7Cbf331013f5b74089df9808d6e90e9156%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C636952646111871382&sdata=4p%2BbCZNRSPSj%2F4WRpgPNgy2d5mVMS1%2Fr09%2BHeKM6Bg4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funt.kanopy.com%2Fnode%2F113756&data=02%7C01%7CCarolanne.Costabile-heming%40unt.edu%7Cbf331013f5b74089df9808d6e90e9156%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C636952646111861374&sdata=vt7zZRuKaMrwxWEXmylY4st7Qvv8LezbSTwFLeb6iYM%3D&reserved=0

